The article presents issues relating to international and EU regulations in the field of renewable energy sources (RES). It discusses in a comprehensive manner the most important acts specific for the both regulatory platforms. Also presented are the most important objectives and premises, which these acts implement. The RES development, at both the international and Community levels, is presented in the context of activities undertaken within the energy policy framework at each of the concerned platforms. The description of the characteristics of international and EU legislation also refers to their significant impact on Polish legislation on renewable energy.
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The article shows in a synthetic manner the characteristics of legal regulations in the field of renewable energy sources, both on the international and EU platforms. The alternative sources-based power sector is currently the fastest growing segment of the global energy sector 1 . The phenomenon of large-scale promotion of renewable energy is experienced throughout the world. This is done primarily through the instruments of energy policy 2 . According to many authors, now the conditions for renewable energy development are perfect. This is influenced by modern technical solutions, increasing awareness and positive social attitudes, and favourable policies alike 3 . Since Poland's international and European commitments are becoming a driving force for the development of renewable energy sources 4 , the legal regulations on these two platforms are worth a closer look. The international regulations are mainly international agreements that bind Poland. One of the most basic acts is the climate convention of 1992 5 . As a framework document, the convention contains provisions for the reduction of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere 6 . As for those times, these were very demanding provisions, especially with regard to Poland. Since the convention contains general provisions, they are detailed in supplementary agreements called protocols. The most important -from the point of view of this article -is the Kyoto Protocol 7 . Both of these documents are the most important acts of international rank, which pertain to RES issues. They both -the protocol in particular -have significantly influenced the development and promotion of RES in the international arena. For this reason these are subject to further discussion in the framework of international regulations. In addition, it should be emphasized that both the Convention and the Protocol were confirmed and ratified by the European Union and Poland 8 . The primary purpose of the Convention -as well as all documents adopted by the parties, and related to that act -is to stabilize greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that will prevent negative interference with the climate. Provisions adopted in the Convention have significantly contributed to the formulation of rules of international counteracting climate changes. This document sets out the principles of responsibility in the first place, although it should be noted that they were diverse in nature. In addition, the standards contained in the Convention have contributed to raising the global community's awareness of the climate problems to be tackled. Due to the lack of specific commitments for each country -including the figures -concerning the gas emissions reduction, Parties to the Convention decided to negotiate a protocol on emission measures. The result of these works has become the Kyoto Protocol. The Protocol is a legally binding international agreement. It has imposed on highly developed countries the obligation to reduce six main greenhouse gases in 2008-2012. The document has introduced several mechanisms to reduce emissions of these gases: 1. joint implementation mechanism 2. clean development mechanism 3. emissions trading mechanism 4. activation mechanism of CO 2 absorption by plants 5. joint action mechanism 9 . It should be noted that the mechanisms identified in the Protocol are complementary. The most important among these is the Emission Trading Mechanism. Each country listed in Annex B to the Protocol was allowed emissions, expressed in Assigned Amount Units. If a country has emitted less harmful gases than was allowed, i.e. has used fewer units, it could therefore sell these units to a state which has exceeded its limit. This action has allowed states to fulfil the emission obligations imposed on them, as well as the market utilisation of better position by the states which have used fewer units than were allowed. Since the Protocol included binding quantitative targets, it has significantly contributed to progress in the fight against adverse climate change. The provisions of this document have introduced many measures to achieve the objectives contained therein. It should be noted that one of the most important means of strengthening or establishing a national emissions reduction policy is the promotion and development of renewable energy sources. RES, just next to the energy consumption control and savings, as well as increased energy efficiency, are in fact one of the most important elements of the entire package of measures needed to reduce the emission of harmful gases, and thus of the fulfilment of the provisions of the Protocol and other international obligations in this respect 10 . The Kyoto Protocol has been ratified by both the European Union, which took place on May 31, 2002, and Poland -in December 2002. It came into force after ratification by Russia, on 16 February 2005 . It is worth mentioning that countries such as the United States, Australia, China and India refused to ratify it. This was definitely an element that blocked this document's effectiveness in the arena of international cooperation 11 . The solutions adopted in the Protocol have become a driving force behind action in the Community arena, and the foundation of EU energy policy. New regulations in the so called climate and energy package are in fact some kind of result of the solutions contained just in the Kyoto Protocol. This will be discussed, later, however. It is worth recalling that the Kyoto Protocol was supposed to remain in force until 2012. Unfortunately, negotiations aimed at agreeing a new agreement, which might constitute a kind of follow-up to the Kyoto provisions, ended in fiasco. As a result of the December 2012 talks, which were held in the Qatari capital of Doha, it was decided that the term of the Kyoto Protocol will be postponed until 2020 12 . Yet another aspect of international cooperation should be indicated in the context of renewable energy. On 26 January 2009 in Bonn The International Renewable Energy Agency IRENA, was established. Poland is also a member. IRENA is the first international organization dedicated exclusively to renewable energy issues. It was established to promote comprehensive and sustainable use of energy from renewable sources 13 . IRENA's basic tasks include assistance to industrialized and developing countries in further technological development in the field of RES. Since the objectives contained in the IRENA statutes can be realized only in a soft way, its influence on the actions undertaken by its member states may seem somewhat weak. The scope of the Agency's business includes, in particular: monitoring, advising, dissemination of knowledge and technology, information and support in research. IRENA activities very often boil down to advisory or information. As its environmental priorities the European Union has adopted climate and biodiversity protection, as well as sustainable socioeconomic development. It should be emphasized that the EU environmental policy in this regard is not only a political slogan, but a superior and common social value. All activities of the Union are in fact aiming at implementation of this policy. It is closely related to energy, which is reflected in many EU regulations. Creation of a single market for electricity and gas, and lowcarbon economy are recognised as the most important premise of EU energy policy because Europe needs solidarity, both in terms of energy sector and energy 14 . The RES share in electricity generation results in tangible benefits, in particular the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in the EU energy sector, reduction of other pollutant emissions, as well as socio-economic effects of improved prospects for agricultural areas, and areas for various reasons isolated 15 . The necessary increase in the renewable energy share has been an EU priority for some time. One of the main reasons why the need is so accented is implementation of the sustainable development principle. According to declarations of the Council for Renewable Energy, the European Union is now the leader in the technologies of energy generation from RES. By signing the Treaty of Lisbon, energy and energy sector have become one of the pillars of the Union's common policy 16 . EU energy solidarity is manifested in the possibility of its Member States' mutual support in the field of primary energy sources. Member States can share their energy resources in the event of energy crisis. This is a safeguard against the risk of an energy crash. But such a situation does not relieve our state of the obligation to care for our energy independence from other countries. So we are even more obligated to take all necessary actions to accomplish such energy independence and maintain it. It is widely believed that energy derived from renewable sources largely guarantees such independence. RES, and much more broadly, environmental protection and strengthening energy security are of particular interest to both the EU and individual Member States. This interest has several dimensions; in particular, it has political, legal, and economic characteristics 17 . Member States have set themselves the goal of becoming the world leader in the transformation in environmental protection, and reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. It was not easy to achieve, because often these states were in opposition to each other. Due to this fact the Union has set for integrated action to increase the use of RES. For this purpose, in the framework of the Union operations many activities of a political and legal nature have been undertaken in support of these activities. As the existing legal order of the European Union is very important for Polish legislation, also the Union laws deserve a closer look. The clean energy issue is fairly widely regulated in the EU law, and significantly restrictive obligations that have been imposed on its Member States substantially influenced the legal situation of RES in Poland 18 . Poland as a Member State is obliged to approximate its current and future legislation to that effective in the Union. It must therefore take every action to harmonise its laws with the Community law. EU regulations in the area of renewable energy are relatively new 19 . As regards the treaty level, there are no uniform regulations pertaining to RES yet. Quite general provisions are also at the level of the secondary Community law. The most important EU regulations on the energy sector were issued in the second half of the 1990s. The first regulations on RES were adopted in September 2001. Because in that year the European Parliament and the Council adopted Directive 2001/77/EC on the promotion of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in the internal electricity market 20 . This Directive determined the share of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in the total electricity consumption in the EU by 2010. It was later superseded by Directive 2009/28/WE, which is referred to in detail below 21 . Despite the relatively short effective period of the energy legislation, in the framework of the EU organisations' operations many programs were launched aiming at the development of a competitive energy market. This development was primarily to ensure security of energy supply, environmental protection, and promotion of renewable energy. The promotion of energy from renewable sources, and focusing international assistance to the RES energy sector has thus become one of the key areas of the EU's activities. A very important step in the area of RES development was Madrid Declaration of 1994. Its aim was to achieve a 15% share of renewable energy in the total demand of the Union by 2010. The consequence of this declaration was a White Paper issued in December 1997 and entitled: "Energy for the future: Renewable sources of energy". Although the obligations set out in the White Paper were purely political and did not constitute legal obligations, still the statement therein included that renewable energy would significantly complement Europe's energy balance only if appropriate development mechanisms were implemented, gave rise to the EU's legislative actions in this field. As a non-binding act however, the White Paper included an obligation on Member States to increase the use of renewable energy sources, indicated how to use the technologies in the energy balance, as well as identified tools that a Member State might want to introduce in order to achieve the adopted goals. Another important document, which highlighted the need for an increased share of RES in electricity generation, was the Green Paper: "A European Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive and Secure Energy". The Green Paper was adopted by the European Commission on 8 March 2006, and it provided the basis for a new energy policy 22 . It particularly drew attention to the diversity of energy forms, sustainable development, and innovation and technologies. The main purpose of the Green Paper was to initiate a discussion on energy security, which was recognised as the most important element of the European Union's political and economic independence. This document assumed that improving energy security will be possible when two main objectives are accomplished: 1) on the demand side -increased energy efficiency of the economy and 2) on the supply side -increased share of renewable energy in the energy balance of Member States 23 . In order to achieve these objectives many measures have been undertaken that were treated as priorities for the Union's activities in this regard. Besides a coherent external energy policy and setting up internal European markets, such measures include development of innovative energy technologies, and an integrated approach to climate changes. The provisions contained in the Green Paper were reflected in the so-called climate and energy package. The climate and energy 16 Ibid., p. 301 17 Swora M., Muras Z. (edit.), op. cit., p. 142. 18 Augustyniak T., op. cit., p. 200. 19 package was announced by the European Commission on 10 March 2007, and it envisaged, in addition to a reduction in greenhouse gas emis sions and increased energy use efficiency, and increase of 20% in the share of renewables in final energy consumption. Its implementation was therefore supposed to reduce the adverse impact of conventional power generation on the environment. The package's provisions provide the Union with the grounds for RES promotion and development, as well as for achievement of the ambitious objectives related to maintenance of sustainable development. The assumptions included in the package gave an inducement to continue the EU's legislative efforts in the field of RES. As previously emphasized, the EU document most important for the RES sector is Directive 2009/28/WE, mentioned earlier. Since the creation of the White Paper, Green Paper and the repealed 2001 Directive, several acts have been adopted that dealt with RES issues. Yet in the context of these acts it is the RES Directive which is seen as the most important piece of legislation in this area. Due to its utmost significance, not only for the EU legislation, but also for the Polish law, it requires a more detailed discussion of its provisions. This document is the basis for all activities of the Union and its Member States with regard to RES. His goal, as expressed in Article 1, is to establish a common framework for the promotion and generation of energy from RES. Each Member State shall calculate their individual target share of energy produced by them from RES. Such a goal must be consistent with the overall objective of "3x20" 24 . Pursuant to Article 4 of the Directive, each Member State is required to draw up a national action plan in the field of renewable energy. This plan defines the share of renewable energy in 2020. Moreover, it specifies the operational means and procedures to achieve its objectives. The Directive enables Member States' cross-border cooperation. EU countries can exchange energy within statistical transfers. Moreover, they can establish and implement joint projects in the field of RES. The Directive's provisions also offer the possibility of establishing cooperation with countries outside the European Union. However, there are some limitations of this opportunity. Because the electricity must be: 1) consumed in the community territory, 2) generated in a plant built after June 2009, and 3) generated without any other support. An important provision of the Directive is the obligation of Member States' guarantees of the origin of electricity from RES. It is as important, as the information contained in these guarantees must be standardized and recognized by the other countries of the Union. Another important issue addressed in the Directive is access to power grids, and their operation. Each Member State is required to create the transmission infrastructure necessary for the energy from renewable sources. To achieve this goal, transmission and distribution of the renewable energy by operators must be ensured, and priority access to the electricity so generated established. As apparent from the foregoing, the provisions of the RES Directive aim to highlight the value of decentralized energy generation. The energy market based on these assumptions brings about many benefits, in particular the use of local resources, and increased security of energy supply at the local level. The RES Directive is part of the whole package of EU legislation on energy and the environment, which aims to establish a common legal framework for defining the Community objectives in counteracting adverse climate changes. As part of this collective work, Member States are encouraged to increase their energy efficiency, produce and consume renewable energy, improve energy security and economic development in the renewable energy generation, and more broadly, across the energy sector. In all of this Europe -as already mentioned above -wants to set an example to others, not only its member countries, but also countries outside of its structures. While the initial approach to RES was rather a support to increase the share of RES in total electricity production and to create a future framework for RES development, now this approach is recognized much more broadly. The Union goes towards improving energy security, strengthening technological development and innovation, and seeks to increase employment and regional development opportunities. It is most visible in the example of the above discussed RES Directive, which repealed the document previously applicable. The current regulations also underline that one of the main purposes of imposing the renewable energy generation thresholds on individual states is to guarantee the confidence of investment in RES, and to encourage continuous development of generation technologies. Research and development of RES based technologies are reflected in the RES Directive preamble. EU Member States are therefore obliged to shape their legislation in such a manner as to give the RES development priority over conventional power plants. On the basis of the foregoing, it can be assumed that the EU's energy policy is now focused specifically on the transformation of its fossil fuels based energy sector towards RES utilisation. The reasons for this approach to the energy sector are many, and the most important include political, social, and environmental considerations. The Union's increasing involvement in this area results in more and more new legal regulations. The ongoing changes in the law evidence the continuing support to the RES development, both in the EU and Poland 25 . The same trend in favour of RES development is observed internationally. All legal institutions that arise in this regard, aim to support the development of investment in renewable energy. The regulations established within the framework of international activities inspire the EU and national legislation. This consistency of the solutions adopted at all levels allows for more efficient and more reliable implementation of RES capital expenditure projects because the appropriate "legal infrastructure" allows for an increase in investor confidence in the law and the state. Legislators should therefore take into account these factors at every level and at every stage of drafting the laws. 24 The 3x20 objective assumes 20% share of energy from renewable sources in gross final energy consumption in the EU by 2020, greenhouse gas emissions reduction by 20 % compared to 1990, and increase in energy efficiency by 20%. 25 9 . Należy wskazać, że mechanizmy wskazane w protokole wzajemnie się uzupełniają. Najważniejszym mechanizmem wśród wymienionych jest mechanizm handlu emisjami (ang. Emission Trading). Każdy kraj wymieniony w załączniku B do protokołu otrzymał dozwoloną wielkość emisji, wyrażoną w jednostkach (ang. Assigned Amount Units). Jeżeli wyemitował mniej szkodliwych gazów, niż było dozwolone, czyli wykorzystał mniej jednostek, mógł tym samym te jednostki odsprzedać temu państwu, które ten limit przekroczyło. Takie działanie pozwoliło na spełnienie przez państwa nało-żonych obowiązków emisyjnych, a także na rynkowe wykorzystanie lepszej pozycji przez państwa, które wykorzystywały mniej jednostek, niż było to dozwolone. Ponieważ protokół zawierał wiążące cele ilościowe, w sposób znaczący przyczynił się on do postępu w zakresie walki z niekorzystnymi zmianami klimatycznymi. Postanowienia tego dokumentu wprowadzały wiele środków w celu osiągnięcia zawartych w nim celów. Należy wskazać, że jednym z najistotniejszych środków wzmacniania lub wprowadzenia krajowej polityki ograniczenia emisji jest promocja i rozwój źródeł energii odnawialnej. OZE, tuż obok kontroli zużycia energii, jej oszczędności, a także zwiększonej efektywności energetycznej, są bowiem jednym z bardziej istotnych elementów całego pakietu środków niezbędnych do redukcji emisji szkodliwych 
